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DEVELOPMENT OF THE CULTURAL ASPECT OF 
MEDICINE 


Jean Cameron, 
Medical Library, McGill University, Montreal. 


Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen: 

Before reading this paper I wish to acknowledge the help 
I received in writing it from Dr. W. B. Howell, of Montreal, a 
member of this association, and very much interested in it. 


In considering the cultural aspects of medicine it is neces- 
sary to start with the admission that we are dealing with some- 
thing which has no claim to being called practical. Whether this 
deprives the subject of any claims to consideration is a matter 
of opinion. The elaborate carving about some of these venerable 
oak doorways in European castles has added nothing to their use- 
fulness. How much conscious and unconscious pleasure it has 
given to those who passed through them is something which can- 
not be computed. 

From the medical student’s point of view, serious reading 
is directed solely to acquiring the information necessary to pass 
his examinations and to earn his living afterwards. It rarely oc- 
curs to him that there can be a fascination about information 
which serves no immediate practical purpose. He is dealing with 
facts, useful facts. The modern medical student may be com- 
pared to a pilgrim with a heavy load on his back, trudging along 
a thorny path, his eyes intently fixed upon the ground immediate- 
ly in front of him. He has no time, and alas, for the most part, 
no inclination, to stop and gather flowers by the wayside, or to 
gaze at the landscape. However much the effect of his intellec- 
tual journey may develop his memory, it has no such effect on 
his imagination. The men who have traveled this path before 
him, and have become great, were those who raised their heads 
and looked about them. 


“An idle poet, now and then, looks round him, 
But for all the rest, the world unfathomably fair 
Is duller than a witling’s jest.” 


In the past these leaders have nearly always been scholars. 
They were men whose early education in the classics gave them 
the power to read, and the insight to love, the works of the great 
Greeks and Romans. They became imbued with that urbanity 
which is compounded “of good taste, good feeling and good sense.” 
It was their education which gave them the impulse to raise their 
eyes, and this education—an education in the dead languages for 
which the practical man has nothing but contempt. If he were 
consistent in his practicalness he would refuse to live in the house 
because it was made of trees which are dead. It is only in recent 
years that a knowledge of the classics has been regarded as a 
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non-essential in the study of medicine. If we choose to consider 
this quality of urbanity a defect, much has been gained. 


The importance of the part played by the classics in the 
education cf medical men in the past may be judged from the 
fact that Cullen in 1757 was the first British physician to give 
lectures in English instead of in Latin. As recently as 1825 it 
was necessary, in order to obtain a degree in medicine in England, 
for a student to pass an examination, written in Latin, on the 
works of Celsus. Unfortunately the love of good literature is 
extremely rare. Among those who are lucky enough to have it, 
only a minute percentage comes by it naturally. The rest have 
to acquire it by persistent efforts. Many, no doubt, never acquire 
it, or only acquire it late in life. Leisure, that is, time when 
one is not tired, and not working, is as necessary as it is 
difficult to obtain. To have such time in this highly efficient age 
is to run the risk of incurring the contempt and even the anger 
of the Gradgrinds, upon whose approbation we are so dependent. 
“The wisdcm of a learned man cometh by opportunity of leisure: 
and he that hath little business shall become wise” (Ecclesiasti- 
cus, 38: 24). 


The most natural way to arouse the student’s interest in 
what may be called the “cultural” reading is by encouraging an 
interest in medical history. This, of course, is the business of 
the professor of medical history. 


I am under the impression that in most medical schools in 
addition to the course of lectures on medical history, there are 
societies whose main object is the study of the historical side of 
medicine. Such groups are of great value, and should, of course, 
receive the greatest amount of encouragement and practical help 
from the librarians. The student is fortunate ifhe can count 
among his other teachers any who show, by repeated references, 
an obvious familiarity with the personalities, character and 
works of the masters of medicine. When we are consulted by 
an eager spirit, who is keen to learn something about the great 
names with which he has become familiar, or about the history 
of particular diseases and epidemics, or methods of treatment, 
it is our duty, and our privilege, to help him in every way we 
can. In searching out references in connection with medical his- 
tory, say for a paper on some worthy of a bygone day, much can 
be done to stimulate the student’s imagination by leading him 
outside purely medical books. He can be encouraged to write 
of men in the setting of their time and their surroundings. For 
this purpose he must dip into history, memoirs and biographies, 
books which are generally well indexed. He must be dull indeed 
to whom such an occupation is nct fascinating. What makes a 
sketch of such a man as John Hunter interesting, is not the addi- 
tions he made to human knowledge, great as they are, but the 
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man himself—the short, broad-shouldered Scotchman, with his 
rough manners and his smell of the dissecting room in the age 
of the minuet and silks, satins and brocades. 


Personally I have a great prejudice against display signs. 
“Have you seen this” or “Are you interested in the following,” 
should find small favour in real libraries. They suggest the un- 
lovely methods of the drummer. In the outside world we unfor- 
tunately have to submit humbly to the directions of those arro- 
gant potentates vulgarly known as “traffic cops,” but to find our- 
selves in the same atmosphere in a library may excite antago- 
nism, If it does not, it should. Quotations, or abstracts from 
master minds have their legitimate place. I should like to sug- 
gest that a part of the library appropriation every year be spent 
on prints to adorn the library walls. These prints should be re- 
productions of pictures having a special medical interest, or en- 
gravings of the portraits of famous doctors, They could be made 
use of by the professor of medical history in his lectures. The 
collection would in time grow without the expenditure of any 
money, for there would always be graduates generous enough to 
present new ones, especially if the name of the donor appeared 
on a shining plate at the bottom of the picture frame. In some 
cases where an extended course is being given on some special 
disease, such as for instance typhoid, a collection of books treat- 
ing of the historical development of the disease and treatment, 
may with advantage be set aside on a reference shelf. One might 
also include biographies of those men who gave the best part 
of their work (and in not a few instances, their lives) in an at- 
tempt to rid the world of such ills. 

It is extraordinary how quickly a casual mention of a name, 
or some slight comment on an event may become a gateway to 
an alluring path. It is this “taking up” of a suggestion, often 
almost unintentional, that encourages us to snatch at apparently 
feeble straws in our perusal of the literature. It is the appeal 
of the amateur detective instinct which makes it so interesting 
an occupation to follow a clue from book to book, in the pursuit 
of new information. 


Another practical way in which we can act as guides is to 
cull from the current literature, as it is received at the library, 
material of historical or literary interest to the physician. I real- 
ize that the majority of medical libraries have no full-time refer- 
ence worker, and so this work must be done by practically all 
members of the staff. It is a simple matter to make a brief note, 
on cards, of author, title and source of such articles, and to file 
them under subject. 

This is a very brief outline of what is possible in the way of 
developing an interest in the cultural aspects of medicine. To 
create, and not only to create, but to constantly feed and build 
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up this interest requires two things: a searcher after learning 
and a willingness on the part of ourselves, as librarians, to direct 
if possible, lead where need be, but not to force. 


BOOK SELECTION AND PURCHASING 
An Outline of One Medical School’s Book Selection Plan. 


Ella B Lawrence, 
Washington University, Louis. 


I am not going to give you a classical paper on book selecting 
and purchasing; such a paper can only be written after the dis- 
cussion by my colleagues of the morning, and I may let them have 
the last word—hcowever, I want to tell you briefly how one medi- 
cal school library was built up, starting with a nucleus of 3,000 
volumes sixteen years ago, and in this short period stands to-day 
with a total number of 328,200 volumes. Included in this number 
are 681 complete sets cf periodicals, making a collection of quite 
regional importance between Chicago and San Francisco. 

Beginning with the reorganization of the library in the fall 
of 1910, I will give you in Dr. Dock’s own words taken from 
the first published account of the library, the plan and scope of 
the reorganization. 

“A committee was formed from the heads of departments 
and a plan of administration was agreed upon. The chief ele- 
ments of the plan included the immediate appointment of a libra- 
rian, the assembling, accessioning and classification of the mate- 
rial on hand, the acquisition of the text-books, monographs, svs- 
tems, encyclopedias, hand-books, year-books and reports; bio- 
graphic, bibliographic and historical works; subscriptions for the 
periodicals most needed for all lines of medical research and for 
the instruction of undergraduates, and the completion of all 
series.” 

Continuing, Dr. Dock says, “We formally decided not to make 
any effort at building a book museum, not to buy antiques out of 
the budget, but to aim at geting through gift, items that formed 
landmarks in the history of medicine. Both ideas were success- 
fully followed. We have spent almost nothing for old books, but 
through gift have acquired several collections that gave us many 
useful copies of the early classics, and of the works of discoveries 
in medicine since the revival of learning.” 

It is interesting to note here, after quoting from Dr. Dock, 
that it was he who inaugurated similar plans some years before 
for your own medical library here at Ann Arbor, and started you 
on your upward course. 

From the date of the reorganization in 1910, until July 1, 
1922, a period of twelve years, Dr. Dock was chairman of the 
library committee at Washington University Medical School, and 
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it was largely due to his wise and unique guidance that the library 
has been scientifically built up. 


The library committee with us is appointed by the Dean, and 
is composed of three or more members of the faculty, some being 
clinical men. As with most library committees of medical schools, 
they shape the general policies of the library and choose the 
books and periodicals for purchase, on recommendations of heads 
of departments and members of their staffs. The recommenda- 
tions are written on Library Bureau order cards, and the general 
understanding is that persons recommending a book shall keep 
within their special field. ; 


This method is logical in that each department head is fa- 
miliar with the best literature in his field, old and new, knows 
the men who are doing important work and whose writings would 
be worth purchasing, for as some of you may also experience, the 
budget for new books in a medical school of small endowment is 
comparatively limited, ours has only been increased two hundred 
dollars over the pre-war figure, so that new books must be selected 
with care. Yet I think we scarcely suffer, as our appropriation 
allows us to purchase the worth while monographs and standard 
reference works as issued. 

Aside from the catalogs and circulars from publishers, the 
chief source of the recommendations for purchase are the book 
reviews in periodicals like the following: Journal of the A. M. A., 
American Journal of Medical Sciences, British Medical Journal, 
Lancet, Science, and Naturwissenschaften. 

The new additions are listed each month and a copy sent to 
heads of departments and the list posted on the bulletin board. 
The titles of new subscriptions are also posted as received. 


If heads of departments are too busy to take care of the rec- 
ommendaticns, such is not the case with the instructors and re- 
search men on their staffs who are keenly alive to the new publi- 
cations. The librarian keeps a basket on her desk into which go 
all catalogs and circulars of new publications, and this material 
is looked over regularly by those interested, this basket some- 
times being borrowed for use in seminars. 


It has always been the committee’s policy not to buy many 
different text-books and manuals on any subject, but to keep one 
copy of all required texts on the reference shelf for use of the 
students at the luncheon hour or in the evening, and to supple- 
ment these with recent publications on subjects, as for instance 
the works of Lewis on the heart have been supplemented by 
Cabct’s new work “Facts on the Heart,” to which the students 
are referred for additional reading, next after the periodicals on 
the subject. The only exception to the one text-book rule, is in 
some of the short courses where the required work is expensive, 
such as Purves Stewart on neurology, and Wilson & Cochrane 
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on “Fractures,” when several copies are purchased for reference. 

The plan of not buying antiques out of the budget hindered 
somewhat the building up of the library on the cultural side, but 
fortune favored the committee in its hopes for gifts, and as if in 
answer to their plea, the following notable collections were added 
within a few years: 

The Beaumont Collection of manuscripts is the unique and 
interesting collection of Dr. William Beaumont, the pioneer 
American physiologist, a gift to the school of his granddaughter, 
Miss L. Beaumont Irwin. It is composed of his note-books, con- 
taining his observations through the years on the workings of 
the gastric juice through the celebrated gastric fistula of Alexis 
St. Martin; copies of his book, “Experiments and Observations on 
the Gastric Juice and the Physiology of Digestion,” Plattsburgh, 
1833; the Chester Harding portrait of Beaumont; the most inter- 
esting of his letters and diplomas. These are exhibited in dust 
proof cases in a small rcom set aside for the purpose and called 
the “Beaumont Room.” 

The Pagel Collection on the history of medicine, of 2,500 
volumes, and many works of historical interest were added from 
the Frank J. Lutz library. 

These books are displayed in a special case from time to 
time, grouped as special exhibits, and while we cannot perhaps 
show many incunabula or rare editions (there has not yet arisen 
an Osler, to start such a collection for us, neither do we have in 
our midst at present such enthusiasts as Dr. Dock, Dr. Cushing 
or Dr. Crumner, towards whose collections we may cast longing 
eyes) yet those we have are enough to illustrate Dr. Seelig’s eight 
lectures on the history of medicine which are given to senior stu- 
dents in the second trimester. This, Dr. Dock thought, was suffi- 
cient to serve the purpose in this direction in our school. 


Periodicals, Continuations and Back Sets. 

We now come to the question of periodicals and continua- 
tions, which, as the saying goes, is another story. In the begin- 
ning, as you noted, Dr. Dock mentioned “the completion of all 
series.” This was a large order even with a generous pre-war 
allowance of $15,000 to start with, but a generous appropriation 
has been forthcoming each year since. The World War inter- 
vened, when we could not spend the money appropriated. The 
University carried this surplus over, so that with the coming of 
peace we were able to buy several large and important sets at 
a great advantage. 

The current periodicals and back sets were chosen with re- 
gard to the needs of investigators, and are the warp and woof of 
our collection, the keystone of our library; as new contributions 
in medicine are usually first published in serials and periodicals, 
they are the material most used by research workers, clinicians 
and students alike. 


Our current periodical list has reached 475 selected titles. 
We do not duplicate the state journals which are received and 
kept in the library of St. Louis Medical Society, neither do we 
keep on our want list expensive, rare or little used back files of 
pericdicals which are in their library or the library of St. Louis 
University School of Medicine. The Union List of Serials has 
been of great value, even before completion, in thus cutting down 
our wants. 


Purchasing 


It is in this department that a librarian wins her halo in a 
medical school library, endeavoring to administer the funds to 
the best advantage. It is a game, and as fascinating as bridge 
or any like game of skill and chance. One must know dealers and 
prices, in other words, books and their market value; this is basic 
and presupposes application and study of publishers’ catalogs 
of all descriptions to the end that advantageous purchases may 
be made. One may at times sleep, but always with one eye open, 
lest the gocd luck which comes to all players once in so often shall 
be passed by unregarded. I recall one instance of sheer good 
luck, in the purchase of the first sixteen volumes, rare and out 
of print, of an important set, for $1.50 a volume. We had searched 
for these vclumes for a decade or more, without result, and just 
previous to our purchase had been offered the first two volumes 
only at twenty dollars a volume by our most trusted and hard 
working dealer! 


It has been our custom to choose a list of the more important 
but reliable dealers, both foreign and domestic, and to place our 
orders for back sets with one or two of them, the offers to be for 
complete sets, from volume one, with all predecessors and con- 
tinuations, collated and guaranteed perfect. By not listing wants 
among too many dealers the price is kept down, as competition is 
not so keen. This rule applies at the present time, more than 
ever, because the demand of several medical schools which are 
building up their collections has boosted prices of complete sets 
considerably over pre-war prices. 

A library without a “want list” is like a swallow without 
wings. It doesn’t get very far. The longer and more complex 
the list in the beginning, the greater will be the joy of accom- 
plishment. 


It is hardly necessary to say that this list should be on cards 
and in direct charge of the librarian, readily accessible, and the 
“wants” should be “real”; this necessitates going over the cards 
frequently, if there is a fund for back sets, and if the medical 
library exchange is made use of. I have worn out one handbag 
carrying my want list around the city of St. Louis. 

The library was fortunate to be able to complete 336 sets 
before the war put a stop to buying and delivery. The war period 
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when periodicals could not be delivered, seemed the time to con- 
centrate on completing American journals, and this proved to be 
the hardest year’s work, for the librarian at least, as most Ameri- 
can publishers seem not to use the same careful thought in keep- 
ing back files, as do foreign publishers; neither have the American 
dealers given the same keen attention to completing files as the 
foreign dealers, yet we must make use of both in completing our 
files. The English dealers are slow and careful, quite dependable, 
and in most cases reasonable in price. We have had very good 
success in filling some troublesome gaps from Canadian dealers. 


New Books. 


If there is any place where a saving can be had, it is in the 
amount spent for new bcoks. We cannot eliminate Pfluger’s, von 
Graefe’s or Virchow’s Archiv, but we do not have to purchase new 
books whose publishers insist on exorbitant prices. We find it 
convenient and satisfactory to buy our new bocks through two, or 
at the most, three agents—our local dealer for American books 
and our New York agent for English and foreign works. Our 
discount in the case cf American books is ten per cent., express 
prepaid, although one publisher gives us twenty per cent., and 
we pay mailing charges. Where English publishers have Ameri- 
can branches it is of advantage to buy direct as you are given 
publisher’s prices at the prevailing rate of exchange on New 
York, thus saving cost of importation. There are certain pub- 
lishers who issue subscription works and their prices are net; 
in htis class are Appleton, Lippincott and Wiiliams and Wilkins. 

This is a hint, given me by one of experience in books and 
buying: No second hand book is worth over $10.00 unless it be a 
fifteenth century one. Yet how many libraries can buy a Beau- 
mont, or Englemann, a Cushing’s “Pituitary Body” or McEwen’s 
“Brain” from a dealer at this price! 


Current Subscriptions. 


In regard to current subscriptions, it is well to have as few 
agents as possible, as it lessens one’s bookkeeping. Time was 
when we could give practically all subscriptions, both foreign and 
domestic, to one agent, but conditions have changed, and now 
many publishers of periodicals, especially in this country, demand 
that subscriptions be sent directly to them. 

_.. wish one were not compelled to mention prices in connec- 
tion with subscriptions, but it is a melancholy fact that subscrip- 
tion bills have doubled in the last three years. Domestic subscrip- 
tions have increased somewhat and new journals have been start- 
ed. We are also paying for transactions of special societies and 
other material that used to be gratis, but the greatest factor is 
the increased cost per volume and increase in number of volumes 
issued during a year of the German journals, with extra Fest- 
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schrift volumes, beihefts, indexes and increased output of con- 
tinuations. 

Libraries have absolutely no way of computing what in- 
crease is needed in the budget for this item. Chairmen of library 
committees and Deans look dazed when there is a deficit and want 
to know what became of the increase last year! 

Professors all agree that there is a very great increase of 
good scientific literature awaiting publication. Members of the 
faculty say: “We have a good library, it must be kept up’’; one 
member said, recently, “We started too good a library, but it 
must be kept up.” 

The Committee have cut out a few subscriptions that seemed 
unimportant, but have added new titles of real importance to fill 
up the gap, and so it goes. 

The logical solution of the problem is a pooling of resources, 
either local or regional, in the matter of subscriptions, the library 
that can least afford the increase giving up subscriptions, and the 
library that can get the funds, to carry on. 

I do not like to close with this note of pessimism. I look to 
Miss Hillis to refute and dispel it. 


A CURRENT MEDICAL PERIODICAL LIST; HOW THE ASSO- 
CIATION CAN FOSTER ITS PUBLICATION. 
M. Myrtle Tye, 
Emory University, Atlanta. 

It was the problem of locating the material needed in writing 
his graduation thesis that caused John Shaw Billings to recognize 
the necessity of a general index to medical literature. To-day 
the medical world is benefitting by the solution of Billings’ prob- 
lem in the possesion of those two indispensable tools—the Index 
Catalog and the Index Medicus. Dr. Billings’ successors are now 
confronted by another problem, for which it is hoped that a satis- 
factory solution will be worked out by the members of the Medi- 
cal Library Association. The necessity of a current list of medi- 
cal serials is a problem in which we all are or should be interested. 
I do not intend to present an outline of plans for the publication 
of such a list, but merely to show briefly why the list seems 
needed at the present time, and to introduce the subject for con- 
sideration and discussion, 


The need of a cooperative union list of medical and scientific 
periodicals has long been universally felt, and various projects 
have been undertaken to supply this deficiency. Lists in many 
cases have already been printed, especially for individual libraries 
or special localities. A bibliography of medical serial lists was 
given by Miss Brinton in the October, 1924/January, 1925, issue 
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of the M. L. A. Bulletin. Since that time, McGill University has 
completed the “Catalogue of scientific periodicals in Canadian 
libraries,” which includes medicine, and the University of Minne- 
sota has issued a ‘Check-list cf periodicals and serials in biological 
and allied sciences available in the Library of the University of 
Minnesota and its vicinity.” This list includes the files of medi- 
cal journals in the Hennepin County, Mayo Clinic, and Ramsey 
County medical libraries. Individual and regional lists, while 
very helpful, do not completely supply our needs, and at present 
the contents of many of the libraries in this country can only be 
ascertained by personal inspection of their card catalogs. Finan- 
cial considerations and restriction of space have imposed limita- 
tions on the growth of most medical libraries, and gaps exist in 
the files of even the larger ones. The inter-library loan system, 
which has been extensively developed during the past few years, 
is truly of great service . Libraries with large collections have in 
general freely helped the smaller libraries by lending the books 
needed, thus making the material accessible to the reader wher- 
ever he may be. The nearest source from which the volumes 
may be obtained, however, is in many cases uncertain or unknown, 
We agree with the librarian who says feelingly that it is much 
easier to send to the Surgeon-General’s Library for a journal we 
know is there, than to write to a library only a hundred miles 
away and find that it does not have the volume wanted. With 


frequent recurrence of such experiences, practically every libra- 
rian has felt the need of a source of collected and detailed know- 
ledge of what is actually to be found in American libraries. 


The appearance of the “Union List of Serials in the Libraries 
of the United States and Canada,” is the tangible evidence of the 
solutic 1 of at least the greater portion of our problem, and is at 
the same time an event of much importance in the bibliographical 
world, it means that the nearest library where needed material 
may be borrowed or consulted can be readily ascertained. It 
means also that libraries now have the opportunity of adjusting 
their files to meet the need of the community rather than of the 
particular institution. This is the first time, in the history of 
this country at least, that such a possibility has been open. The 
A. L. A. has for a long time stressed the value of some central 
source of information concerning the extent and location of stand- 
ard periodicals. The problem has been discused at A. L. A. con- 
ferences, and committees have been appointed at various times 
to consider plans and provisions for supplying what has been 
an unquestioned need. Those who have toiled tirelessly are now 
having the gratification of seeing the seeds they have sown at 
last bearing fruit, for the completion of the Union List is well 
under way. The Union List is an attempt to provide a catalog of 
material available in representative libraries in the United States 
and Canada, and in addition to the titles and holdings of the vari- 
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ous libraries, it contains bibliographical information as complete 
and accurate as the time and resources of the committee and pub- 
lishers can make it. Every effort is being made to ensure uni- © 
formity and thoroughness. The chief source of interest and satis- 
faction to medical librarians is the fact that all the principal 
journals in medicine and the allied sciences are included. It 
therefore fills our own needs as well as the needs of general libra- 
ries. 

A brief review of the history of the Union List may be of 
interest to those who have not followed the work from the begin- 
ning. In December, 1922, after patient work over a period of 
years, the Committee of the A. L. A. on the Union List sent to 
libraries in this country, its proposal for a scheme of editing and 
printing a union record of the holdings of periodical files in Amer- 
ican libraries. In substance the plan called for a subscription by 
forty institutions of $900 spread over three years, this represent- 
ing the estimated cost of the enterprise, as given by H. W. Wilson 
Co., to which house it was proposed to entrust the editing, print- 
ing, publishing, and distribution of the list. The Committee suc- 
ceeded in listing the necessary number of subscribers, and was 
also fortunate enough to be granted an allowance of $10,000 from 
the Laura Spelman Rockefeller Memorial for the purpose of check- 
ing the holdings of libraries in and around the District of Colum- 
bia. The proposition made by the publishers to the Committee 
was that they would publish the list without any net profit if they 
were guaranteed against any net loss. They wished to make a 
demonstration of what could be done by codperative work of this 
sort. 


It was at first planned to include about 45,000 titles, but the 
size of the list has grown steadily, owing to the increased con- 
tributions of the codperating libraries, so that it will be twice as 
large as at first planned for, and the cost of production will be 
twice as much. The total cost, according to the publishers, will 
be between $60,000 and $75,000, and the Commitee has asked the 
guarantor libraries to extend their subscriptions for the fourth 
year. The work has proved of such value that the publishers 
have been quite successful in soliciting subscriptions for single 
volumes from libraries which are not checking and which are not 
guarantors. Despite the greater cost of production, it has been 
decided to increase the price only thirty-three and a third per 
cent. to subscribers—from $65.00 to $86.66 for both editions. 

More than two hundred libraries are now cooperating in the 
compilation of the list. Many of the larger medical libraries are 
contributors, and several more will probably be included in the 
final edition. Recently other libaries in addition to the guaran- 
tors have been invited to contribute their holdings, if they will 
share the expense of publication to the extent of a subscription 
equal to 5c for each entry contributed. A number of libraries are 
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availing themselves of the opportunity and contributing a record 
of their holdings for the final edition. Also libraries holding rare 
pericdicals found in only one or two libraries of the country will 
be asked to contribute a record of their files before the final issue 
is printed. 

The Union List has now published from A to L of the pro- 
visional edition, and is solving effectively for the present time 
the problem of a comprehensive union list of serials. It is satis- 
factorily superseding numerous local union lists and union lists 
in separate fields. The work will be completed in about two years 
more, and by reason of the thorough checking of the cooperating 
medical libraries, practically all titles of important medical jour- 
nals will be included. 


The number of titles contained in the Union List show us how 
extensive is the field of pericdical publications. Journals are the 
most popular form of literature of the present day, and medicine 
is keeping well abreast of the current style. New medical jour- 
nals are being issued each year, particularly in the special fields 
of medicine, and changes in titles frequently occur, It seems 
well, therefore, for us to ccnsider the possibilities and probabili- 
ties of supplementing the Union List by a list of current medical 
titles which will be cf great assistance to libraries not subscrib- 
ing to the Union List and which will increase in scope and useful- 
ness after the Union List is completed. 


At the present time, medical bibliography is in more or less 
in a period of transition. The Index Catalog of the Surgeon- 
General’s Office has reached the fifth volume of the third series, 
covering the alphabet as far as GAZ. This series will probably 
be completed in six mcre volumes, and when it is finished, the 
Surgec 1-General’sCatalog in its present form will be discontinued. 
After ‘he termination of the Surgeon-General’s Catalog, the Army 
Medical Library plans to issue annually a year-book of medical 
bibliography which will take the place of the file of dependable 
volumes we have used so constantly and so confidently. 


Another change in medical bibliography, which also seriously 
concerns us, seems imminent. The time appears to have arrived 
for other hands to take up and carry on the publication of the 
Index Medicus, if it is to be carried on at all. The Carnegie Insti- 
tution, which has issued the Index since 1903, has done the work 
patiently and well, but as we all know, there are points in the 
present form of the index which justify the every day criticisms 
we hear. The average reader bemoans the lack of a subject index 
and also the fact that he is unable to locate articles by author 
and title till the end of the year. The annual cost of the Index 
Medicus has varied from $10,000 to $17,500, according to the 
amount of material in each volume. The cost of the present vol- 
ume will be about $15,000. With a list of only five hundred sub- 
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scribers, can we wonder that the Carnegie Institution has been 
unable to give us an absolutely faultless publication ? 

The Quarterly Cumulative Index to Current Medical] Litera- 
ture has served the medical world well, since it was started ten 
years ago. The number of journals indexed has grown from 156 
in 1916 to 282 in 1925. The scope of this publication will have 
to be enlarged still further, however, if it is to be the surviving 
index tc medical literature issued more than once a year. 


Undoubtedly the question of an adequate and satisfactory 
index will be well worked out in the near future. The specific 
problem now before us is that of an adequate and satisfactory 
current list. We have at present no complete list of current jour- 
nals in the medical sciences possessing all desired qualifications. 
The Quarterly Cumulative Index and the Surgeon-General’s cata- 
log give lists of titles indexed which are most helpful. The Bulle- 
tin of Bibliography, published by F. W. Faxon Co., has a depart- 
ment of “Births and deaths in the periodical world,” which is a 
record of new titles, changed titles, mergers and discontinuances. 
In the Bulletin of Bibliography there is also a section of “Maga- 
zine notes” which gives reviews and comments on the journals 
in addition to the birth and death notices. Medical periodicals 
are included in both these sections, but the list is chiefly of 
American publications. The Medical Library and Historical Jour- 
nal listed new journals as they were started from time to time, 
but this periodical was discontinued in 1909. Would it not be a 
good plan to print annually a complete list of each year’s new, 
changed, and discontinued journals, with notes as to their special 
characteristics? And if, with the list of journals, a list of new 
books could also be compiled and issued, the publication would 
have an increased field of usefulness. Medical publishers are 
slower than general publishers in listing their books in the Pub- 
lishers’ Weekly and the Cumulative Book Index. All of us know 
the difficult and sometimes impossible task of locating a book 
which has just come from the press. The Quarterly Cumulative 
Index has a good list of new books, arranged both under author. 
and under subject; current titles are included in the Index Medi- 
cus also; various medical journals publish lists and reviews. But 
a more complete list of both American and foreign publications, 
with reviews, such as are given for general literature in the Book 
Review Digest, for instance, would save the librarian’s time, en- 
ergy, and serve as a most useful aid in book purchasing. 

In this period of transition, with the Index Catalog and the 
Index Medicus both apparently reaching their sunset days, and 
the completion of the Union List still several years in the future, 
the time seems propitious for the bibliographical gap in medical 
literature to be bridged by the issuance of a list of current medi- 
cal publications. It was twenty years from the time Dr. Billings 
conceived the idea of an index to medical] literature till he pub- 
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lished the first volume of the Index Catalog and Index Medicus. 
Our present piece of suggested work has no aspirations to be as 
pretentious and extensive as his, yet it does not seem too soon for 
us to begin, at least the preliminary work, on a current list for 
medical libraries. The expense of printing would probably not 
be very great and could be underwritten by a group of the larger 
libraries. A committee should be appointed from the members 
of the association, and plans outlined and executed (under its 
direction), whereby a current list of books and journals may be 
published, which will be helpful to large medical libraries and 
an inestimable benefit to the smaller ones. 


ORDER ROUTINE AT NEW YORK STATE MEDICAL 
LIBRARY. 
Frances K. Ray, 
New York State Library, Albany. 

The order routine of the New York State Library probably 
differs little from that of other large libraries of the university 
or college type except for the multiplicity of detail incident upon 
the expenditure of state funds. 

Purchases are limited only by the annual appropriation of 
the legislature. This sum is apportioned to the various sections 
of the State Library by the Director, after deducting funds for 
binding and for subscriptions to current periodicals, of which the 
Medical Library receives the lion’s share, depending, as it does so 
largely upon its journals to keep in touch with medical progress. 

Foreign and domestic subscriptions are ordered through 
separate agents, who handle all except a few that depend upon 
memberships in societies or whose publishers individually grant 
better rates than can be obtained through the agents. Certain 
publishers, too, like the American Medical Association, refuse to 
deal through an agent. 

The balance of the fund is expended gradually during the 
year as need arises, but any balance against which orders are not 
placed before expiration of the fiscal year (which ends June 30) 
reverts to the state treasury, a result which the Library makes 
every effort to avoid. 

All binding is paid for out of the special fund, leaving the 
quota entirely for books or such back journals as are needed to 
complete sets. The latter drain upon our resources varies from 
year to year as opportunities occur to procure missing volumes. 

Selection of books for purchase is made in two ways, either 
by the medical librarian, from personal knowledge of desirable 
works, based upon publishers’ announcements, book reviews, or 
examination of books sent on approval; or, upon the request of 
physicians, other state departments or institutions (including 
other libraries). 
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All orders are subject to the approval of the Director. 
Occasionally requests for works involving large expenditure, 
or of doubtful importance, are referred for advice to physicians 
specially interested in the subjects treated. 

The actual details of order routine are as follows: 

Order slips are filled out in the medical section, with as full 
information as is obtainable, and bear also the name of reader 
requesting the book, if any. The slips are signed by the librarian 
and countersigned by the Director if he approves the purchase. 
They are then sent to the order section, where agent’s name and 
date are added and a duplicate is made on a white card to be filled 
in the Consolidated Index (an official record of all books ordered 
or received) until the book is received and accessioned. 

The yellow order slip is held in an active “order index” from 
which the actual order lists are compiled. Four copies of the 
order lists are made, one for the order section, one for the dealer, 
one for the cashier of the Education Department, and one for the 
State Comptroller. 

When a shipment is received, it is checked up with the bill 
and the order, the yellow order card is removed from the index, 
is stamped with date, price and accession number of book and 
filed permanently in Consolidated Index replacing the white dupli- 
cate slip which is sent as an order for Library of Congress cards, 
or is destroyed. 

Each order list is numbered. When bills are received the 
order number is entered against each item on the bill and each 
entry is checked. All bills are made out in duplicate—one for 
cashier and one for comptroller—and receipted by the dealer in 
advance. After approval by the comptroller, the cashier sends 
a check covering the amount. 

Books are accessioned, stamped with accession number and 
date of receipt, plated and perforated before being sent to the 
Medical Library. 

It is evident that all these processes consume considerable 
time, from several weeks to a few months often elapsing between 
the original order and the actual receipt of the book in the 
Medical Library, This delay is avoided in cases of urgent need 
by a “rush” order, implying special handling of the order and 
separate mailing of the book. 

The Medical Library further obviates delay by making tem- 
porary catalog entries and putting books into immediate circula- 
tion without waiting for the full cataloging routine. 


THE IOWA STATE MEDICAL LIBRARY 


Frances B. van Zandt, 
Iowa State Library, Des Moines. 


_ The problem of utilizing the collections of medical works 
which, in the experience of fellow-librarians, remained on the 
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shelves as receptacles for dust and practically unused, presented 
itself in conference at Washington, D.C., a few years ago. 

My plan of incorporating the package library idea in loaning 
these works met with your approval, and it is with great pride 
that I report to you the success which this system has attained 
in Iowa, 

I found that the State Medical Society was glad to cooperate 
with the State Library Board in creating a medical library which 
would ultimately make it possible for even the most remote phy- 
sician and surgeon to avail himself of the resources of the library 
by the loan of both books and periodicals. 

The committee united in requesting the State Legislature to 
grant a small book fund, and—still more important—to provide 
a trained medical assistant to supervise the proposed department. 

Eventually the necessary legislative action was taken, and 
the new department launched. Credit is due to Drs. Gershom 
Hill and David S. Fairchild, who were members of the previously 
named committee, for their untiring effort in developing the new 
project. Hundreds of volumes from their own libraries were pre- 
sented to the newly created department. 

Although with the coming of the present Medical Librarian 
there remained a vast amount of uncatalogued material and ana- 
lytical work to be done, the most outstanding obstacle seemed to 
be the unawareness of the medical profession as a whole of the 
resources available. 

If the Medical Library was to function as a working library 
as the founders had visioned, the profession of the state must be 
informed of the facilities at their service. 

The few who knew about the library and wanted to use it 
needed help, and in the nature of the work needed it promptly. 
They, of course, were the first consideration. 

To educate the members of the profession who were unaware 
of the existence of the new library, the following plan was exe- 
cuted. All of the important older works and all of the new acces- 
sions were listed, and copies of the lists were printed for all the 
physicians in the State, numbering about 3,400. An announce- 
ment of the service offered, and a list of the current periodicals 
was also printed, and these were mailed to all the Iowa physicians 
listed in the American Medical Association Directory. With only 
one person and the ever-increasing clientele, this was not the 
work of a day or a week, of course. In 1923 the Legislature saw 
fit to grant an assistant. 


The mailing of the lists to the physicians met with expressed 
approval from the men themselves, and the growth in the clien- 
tele was so marked that it seemed advisable to mail yearly lists 
of the new accessions together with the announcement of service 
for the uninitiated. 
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Due in part to this circularizing, the number of books and 
periodicals loaned in 1924 doubled the loans in 1923. 

However, with all of the publicity given to the Library 
through the mails, it was learned at the exhibit which the Library 
has each year at the State Medical Society Meeting that a good 
many of the physicians consigned the lisst to the waste basket 
without troubling themselves to ascertain their contents. 

Members of the profession suggested that an exhibit such as 
that presented at the state meeting be taken to the county so- 
ciety meetings throughout the state, thus giving the Librarian 
a more personal contact with the patrons, and an opportunity to 
personally explain the service to those who had never made use of 
the library. 

A part of the money appropriated for the maintenance of the 
Medical Library was set aside for these trips, and from October, 
1925, to the present time the Librarian has been in attendance at 
27 county meetings. Each meeting has resulted in many entirely 
new patrons and an increased interest by those who already used 
the service. 

It would have been impossible, of course, to do this pioneer 
work with a staff of only two people. In July, 1925, a second as- 
sistant was granted by the Legislature. 


The Library is a member of the Medical Library Association 
of America. Through the exchange operated by the Association, 
it is possible to draw from the duplicate files of other members, 
and thus fill in incomplete sets, and add entirely new ones. 


Many volumes of both books and periodicals are the gifts of 
physicians in the state who are glad to promote the welfare of the 
Library. 

A few words in explanation of the system used are in order. 


Bocks and journals are available at the request of any phy- 
sician in the state. The literature is sent by parcel post, the re- 
cipient paying the transportation both ways. The period of loan 
is two weeks, with the privilege of renewal if requested. Aside - 
from sending the specific books and journals requested, the Li- 
brary does bibliographical work on any subject requested. Books 
and bound journals which are not available in the Medical Library 
are loaned to us through the courtesy of the Library of the Sur- 
geon General and the John Crerar Library. 


A new feature was added to the service in 1923. 192 journals 
are currently received, and a number of the physicians indicated 
their desire to see the issues of some of these journals each month 
as they are published. They were accordingly listed for the jour- 
cals and receive them just as promptly as they can be mailed 
from the Library. Owing to the number of calls for some of the 
journals, it has been necessary to subscribe for two copies, The 
physicians as a rule cooperate very nicely in returning these cur- 
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rent journals in a week’s time. At the present writing there are 
169 physicians who take advantage of this offer. 
With the increased output in daily loans, and research work 
which is requested, the present staff is not able to do the cata- 
i loging of reprints and the analytical and bibliographical work 
possible in a well-manned library, but with the interest that is 
being manifested by the medical profession of the state, we hope 
to reach eventually the goal of adequate service for the entire 
state. 
The following statistics may be of interest. 
Out of Town Des Moines 
Requests BooksLoaned Requests Books Loaned Visitors 
July, 1922........... 4 27 108 108 87 
July, 1923 ........... 124 92 114 79 
July, 165 128 495 131 
July, : : 259 114 338 112 
Number of visitors Che 1118 


Number of books and periodicals loaned in the year 1923 00... 
Number of books and periodicals loaned in the year 1925 


PROGRAM OF THE 29th ANNUAL MEETING AT UNIVER- 
SITY OF MICHIGAN, ANN ARBOR, MICH., 


JUNE 7-9, 1926. 
HEADQUARTERS—MICHIGAN UNION 
General Meetings—Room 110, Genera] Library. 


Monday, June 7, 1926 
Meetings of special committees. 


Tuesday Morning, June 8, 1926 


9.30—Registration of members and guests. 
10.00—Opening address ........ Dr. Hugh Cabot, 
University of Michigan 
Response Dr. Frederick M. Tice, Chicago 
The present status of international bibliography in the 
field of science....Mr. William Warner Bishop, Librarian 
University of Michigan 
Miss Ella B. Lawrence 
Washington University 
Discussion. 
The college medical library Miss Madalene Hillis 
University of Nebraska 
The state medical library Miss Frances K. Ray 
New York State Library 
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The endowed medical library ............ Mr. J. Christian Bay 
John Crerar Library 

The medical institution library .... Miss Lillia M. D. Trask 
Rockefeller Institute 

The medical society library Mrs. Rosa Hibbard 
Jackson County Medical Society 

The hospital library Mrs. Edith Wagner 
Battle Creek Sanitarium 


Tuesday Afternoon, June 8, 1926 
2.00—Business meeting. 
Reading of the minutes. 
Reports of the Secretary, Treasurer, Finance Commitee, 
Executive Committee and Manager of the Exchange. 
Election of members. 
Election of officers. 
New business. 


Tuesday Evening, June 8, 1926 
6.30—Dinner—At the Haunted Tavern. 
8.00—A reception by the Medical Library Commitee of the Uni- 
versity of Michigan at the William L. Clements Library. 
The Lewis Stephen Pilcher Collection of rare and early 
books in medicine and surgery will be shown in the li- 


brary. Dr. Aldred S. Warthin, Professor of Pathology 
and Director of the Pathological Laboratory of the Uni- 
versity of Michigan will make an address on the collec- 
tion, demonstrating certain of its unusual] features. 


Wednesday Morning, June 9, 1926 
9.30—Periodicals from the library standpoint, 

Mr. Charles Frankenberger 
Medical Seciety of County of Kings 
How to develop interest in the cultural aspects of medicine 
Miss Jean Cameron, McGill University 
Current medical periodical list; how the association can 
foster its publication Miss M. Myrtle Tve, 
Emory University 
Co-operative cataloging for medica] libraries and the 
.....Mr. Nathan van Patten, 
Queen’s University 

Cushing’s Life of Sir William Osler, 
Miss Minnie Wright Blogg, Johns Hopkins Hospital 


Wednesday Afternoon, June 9, 1926 


2.00—Unfinished business. 
Adjournment for the trip of inspection through the Uni- 
versity of Michigan buildings and campus. 
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MINUTES OF THE TWENTY-NINTH ANNUAL MEETING 
OF THE MEDICAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, 
ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 


The twenty-ninth annual meeting was called to order at ten 
o’clock by the President, Frederick Tice, M.D., of Chicago. The 
address of welcome was given by Dr. F. A. Coller in the absence 
of Dr. Hugh Cabot, Dean of the Medical School of the University 
of Michigan. After a very delightful welcome, Dr. Coller dwelt for 
a few minutes upon the development of the medical library of 
their University. 

The response by Dr. Tice fellowed, after which he presented 
a most interesting paper on James Todd Crawford. 

Mr. Bishop, Librarian of the University of Michigan, fol- 
lowed Dr. Tice with a most interesting and instructive paper on 
“The present status of international bibliography in the field of 
science.” Mr. Bishop enumerated the various bibliographical 
works, placing the valuation on each. A paper by Miss Ella B. 
Lawrence, of Washington University, on “Bock Selection,” fol- 
lowed, with discussion on the mode of selecting and ordering 
books in their respective libraries by Miss Hillis, from University 
of Nebraska; Miss Ray, of New York State Library, whose paper 
was read by Miss Runge, of Texas, in the absence of Miss Ray; 
Miss Lillia M. D. Trask, Rockefeller Institute, read by Miss Beem, 
of the University of Arkansas, Miss Trask not being able to be 
present; Mrs. Rosa Hibbard, of the Jackson County Library, and 
Mrs. Edith Wagner, of the Battle Creek Sanitarium. Many libra- 
rians interested in book selection entered in on the general dis- 
cussion. 
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Meeting adjourned to be called again at two o’clock. 
The business session was called to order promptly at two 
o’clock. 

President: The first item is the reading of the minutes. 
These already appear in the October number of the Bulletin. If 
there are any corrections or additions we will entertain them at 
this time; if there are none the minutes and the report of the 
secretary will stand approved. None are offered and the minutes 
are approved. 

The next item is the report of the Treasurer. 

Miss Noyes: Unfortunately Dr. McGlannan has sent only the 
last half of the report, but the full report will be sent to the sec- 
retary. 

(The report was read and accepted.) 

President: The next item of business is the report of the 
Finance Committee. 

Miss Noyes: The Finance Committee never has reported in 
all the years there has been one. One member of the committee, 
Dr. Streeter, gave $250, but apart from that we might as well 
never have had a finance committee. 

President: The next item of business is the report of the 
Executive Committee and Manager of the Exchange. 

Miss Noyes: It is really sad to report that our Library Com- 
mittee felt that conditions were such it would be impossible to 
continue the exchange in Baltimore. They had not only been giv- 
ing heat, light and space approximately at what the Maryland 
Commission are paying $1,500 a year for, but a large part of my 
time. As the years have gene on it has become less and less pos- 
sible for me to do the work. Mrs. Bond had had several years of 
library experience, and as our assistant she brought a great deal 
of force to the work. During two or three years she demonstrated 
what could be done if we had one person with entire time to de- 
vote to the work and no other loyalty to maintain. The ideal was 
to find one person who had background to carry on the work, and 
we were very much disappointed to have Mrs. Bond give it up. 
She had to go back to Boston to live. We were not depriving her 
of the position. She left us in the middle of April, and left all 
kinds of loose ends. There was provision made to send out lists, 
but this was not done. The report I have is really from about 
five lists; and you can see what was done with that besides acting 
as assistant and as treasurer, doing the banking, etc. Years ago 
there was a committee appointed to answer questions, but we 
found they were not interested in the exchange work and were not 
accomplishing much. 

President: We have heard the report of the Finance Com- 
mittee, including the report of the Exchange. What is your plea- 
sure? It is moved that we act upon the two reports separately. 
All right, we will divorce them. 
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Miss Biethan: I move that we not only accept the report of 
the Exchange but that we return a vote of thanks for the many 
years cf service of Miss Noyes. 

President: Is there any discussion? It is moved and sec- 
onded that the report be accepted. Those in favor signify it in 
the usual manner. The motion is carried. 

President: The next item is the election of new members. 

(Mr. Robert read report of committee on new members.) 

Mr. Robert: It is reeommended by the committee that the 
persons named in the report be elected. 

President: Is there any discussion? There being none those 
in favor of electing these persons will signify it in the usual 
manner. The motion is carried, and they are unanimously elected. 

The next and 7th item is New Business. We will include the 
report of the Executive Committee, which should come under 
item 5 according to the by-laws. The report of the Executive 
Committee including the repcrt of the Exchange is one item. 

Miss Noyes: It was reversed so that we would know what had 
been done in the exchange work before we discussed what had 
happened in the Executive Committee. 

President: We return to item 7, New Business. We will in- 
clude under this the report of the Executive Committee. 

(Mr. Robert read report of Executive Committee.) 

We have heard the report of the Executive Committee. It 
is moved and seconded that it be accepted. Now for the discus- 
sion. Is there any one who wishes to discuss the report? 

Voice: I suggest that we discuss each part separately. There 
are many people here I am sure who would like to discuss various 
wens Is it in order to accept this report and then discuss it 
ater? 

President: I think that is the better way. Otherwise we 
shall be having a continuous post mortem here all this afternoon. 
If this is your pleasure all in favor will signify it in the usual 
manner. The report is accepted. According to the order of 
business, item 5, report of the Executive Committee, including 
the report of the Exchange, has now been disposed of. Election 
of new members was brought up and disposed of. 

Under the 7th item on order of business is New Business. 
Now what new business is to be brought up? Now is the time 
to bring up these individual problems. 

Voice: Mr. Chairman, it has been overlooked in the headings, 
but it seems to me we cught to call for the report of the special 
committees, one appointed last year on the Exchange and the one 
appointed several years ago on the Manual. 

Miss Noyes: I have the verbal report of Col. Garrison, which 
is very slight. He asks to be absolved from further duty. On 
the other hand he is willing to carry on the work should we draft 
it out. He was to do the part that has to do with Reference and 
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Bibliography. It appeared that Mr. Ballard was to attend to the 
Classification and Cataloging, and Dr. Ruhrah was to have super- 
vision of the general bookmaking. I was not a member of the 
General Committee, but was to be a go-between, and am willing 
to go on. 

Mr. Gilchrist’s report on the Exchange was read by Miss 
Shafer. 

President: It is the Chair’s conception that there are two 
things involved in this double report; one report was on the 
Manual. What is your pleasure with reference to the report made 
by Miss Noyes in regard to the report of the committee on publi- 
cation of the Manual? 


Voice: I move the reports of these committees be accepted. 


President: There is a motion before the house that this dual 
report be accepted. Those in favor signify by the usual sign. 
Carried. We are operating under the item of New Business, and 
have brought into this item the report of standing committees. 
If there are any more standing committees let us have them. 

This was a special committee. Are there other special com- 
mittees? If there are let us have the reports so that we can go 
on with new business. 

Miss Noyes: There is another special committee. That was 
on a list of books. 

President: Who is the chairman and who is the committee? 

Mr. Ballard: I was a member of it. That is all I know. I 
believe Mrs. Myers was chairman of the committee, but has not 
been active for two or three years. 

President: The commitee has become mummified. We had 
better leave it in the museum. 

Mr. Frankenberger: I move that the committee on “list of 
bocks,” which has not been acting, be discharged. (Motion was 
carried.) 

President: The committee is discharged. 

Mr. Frankenberger: I move that all committees that have 
never reported be discharged. (Motion was carried.) 

Mr. Ballard: Mr. President, I think it would be in order to 
amend that motion and start on special committees. There is 
only one special committee outstanding. 

President: The moticn was made and seconded and placed 
before the meeting and was carried. No amendment to that mo- 
tion is possible. You can make a new motion if you wish. That 
motion is not before the house. 


Mr. Robert: There is another one, on medical books suitable 
for the public. I move that committee be discharged. 


_ President: There is a motion before the house that this com- 
mittee be discharged. The motion is carried, and another com- 
mittee is dead. 
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Mrs. Hibbard: I move that the special committees that have 
not made reports be discharged, after searching the records to 
find what they are. 

President: That is the same motion with the addition that 
the records be searched, and that is not possible at this time. 
The motion is made that the records be searched and a report be 
made at the next meeting. 

Voice: I move that any special committee which has not 
made a report by this meeting be discharged. 

Mr. Robert: Up to this meeting. 

President: There is a motion before the house now open for 
discussion. This motion in substance is to the effect that all 
standing and old committees that have not made a report up to 
this time be discharged. The motion is carried. All right. Let 
us go on with the killing. What is next? 

Mr. Ballard: I now move that the matters of the Exchange 
be open for discusion, I would like the opinion of the Executive 
Committee. Full power to continue to operate the Exchange was 
placed in their hands. 

President: The motion is seconded. All right. Mr. Robert. 

Mr. Robert: At the meeting held in New York to discuss the 
future cf the Exchange, we considered the problem from every 
possible point of view. We could not find any way of getting out- 
side help, and inasmuch as it was entirely a question of funds, it 
was urged upon us to send out a questionnaire to find out how 
many library members would be willing to raise the dues to 
$25.00. We acted upon the suggestion, and the result was 34 
favorable to the increase, 8 conditional, and 13 unwilling to pay 
more than $10.00. This was only 55 replies interested in the 
problem out of 85 total membership. We are not inclined to adopt 
this scheme because members paying the higher fee would expect 
so much more from the Exchange while we are not so sure that 
large gifts of material are forthcoming, and we do not think it 
advisable to have two classes in our membership. The only pro- 
mising plan that we can see is to adopt a regional system for dis- 
tributing material and having the clerical work done under the 
direction cf the secretary, who would at the same time become 
manager of the Exchange. That would mean full charge of mak- 
ing lists, apportioning material to the libraries, and then return- 
ing them to the distributing centers, which could be located in 
Ann Arbor, St. Louis and New York. The Washington Univer- 
sity Medical Schocl offered us temporary quarters with a respon- 
sible supervisor of the work. The University of Michigan offer us 
space, and Miss Biethan would be willing to assume full charge 
of this work and the secretaryship. It is the best offer yet re- 
ceived, and we believe it ought to be accepted and given a trial. 
We could operate upon this basis as long as the funds last. 
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Miss Noyes: Our income is around $1,500 or $1,600. Before 
Mrs. Bond came to us there was a year when very little was done 
by the Exchange. We have been using from our surplus at the 
rate of $400 a year to operate the Exchange as it has been run- 
ning during the last three years. At this rate we cannot run be- 
yond June, and until then we could only pay $1,200. We will save 
a certain amcunt of money by sending to the Territorial Ex- 
change, but I suppose the library that receives the books would 
have to pay the total expressage. Is that the idea? 


Miss Hillis: I understand almost every time the donating 
library holds the material until they find out who wants it. We 
do not send to any library that does not specifically request the 
material, There were very few errors due to the fact that we 
had some medical students helping us do up the packages. Now 
the material we have we will hold but a little while longer, and 
then it could go for cld paper and save all the carting for trans- 
fer, each library holding on to each gift for a reasonable length 
of time and then disposing of it. 


Mr. Ballard: They should get the work done and then broad- 
cast it. 

Miss Neyes: Something must be done. I would rather pay 
the cartage for a transfer and open a station for it. There are 
many things that will be given if we have a place for it. The 
matter has been agitated more than ever before, and in spite of 
that we have been put to it to get it taken. There was splendid 
material offered in Chicago, but it could not be acepted. Some 
have asked us not to accept everything. If we had the money 
we could send for it and then distribute it, and we would get lots 
of material, but that is absclutely impossible because we cannot 
get the help to prepare and send it. 

Miss Biethan: That is different from anything that has been 
stated before. I wonder how it would be if instead of asking 
people to list their material they were directed to freight it toa 
certain place, where the material would not be listed at all, but 
arranged in order alphabetically. Have the people who want 
things send to the central station, The only work there would be 
for the central station would be picking out the material and 
shipping it. 

Voice: That was the Mercer Institute plan. 

Miss Noyes: We want a way that is absolutely secure for us. 
I have received material and nobody asked for a single thing of it, 
and it was good fer nothing but to be carted away for waste 
paper. That would be different if they paid for the shipping. 
This method requires storage, and there would be difficulty in 
' arranging the material so you could get any particular document, 

_ Mrs. Hibbard: In the meantime, while individuals are con- 
tinually talking what are we going to do? Shall we pay hotel bills 
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and railroad fares for people to come and pick out material? That 
would not be fair. 

Miss Biethan: It would be as fair as we are doing now. 

Mr. Ballard: I think the Exchange is very important. I do 
not think the details are so complicated, and one or the other of 
these offers to take the Exchange should be accepted. We know 
that many valuable journals are going out of the market. Through 
the western states we do not accumulate many expensive medi- 
cal journals, 

President: It is not the province of the chairman to enter 
into the discussion, but it does seem to me that this Exchange is 
the heart and life of this organization. When that goes the As- 
sociation is dead. I think this committee should be continued. 
The Executive Committee has brought in a report, and the facts 
are these, the Exchange must be moved from Baltimore. Two 
offers have been made for at least temporary housing, and the 
expense has to be provided for. The committee has made no 
recommendation to accept either of the offers. 

Mr. Robert: We did not know that the offers would be accept- 
able. 

President: What is your pleasure? Has anyone the nerve 
to make a motion? 

Mr. Ballard: I will make a motion. 

Miss Noyes: There was a third proposition that it be carried 
on in Boston the same as it has been for the past two years by 
Mrs. Bond. 

Mr. Ballard: Is the material in Baltimore such that it could 
not be moved within a short time? 

Miss Noyes:A lect of this material is good, part of it is a gift, 
the point is to get some one to care for it. The moving couldn’t 
be done within two months, for I have no help. 

(The speaker explains the difficulties at length.) 

Mr. Robert: I offered to take 30 cases off the hands of Miss 
Noyes and redistribute them in New York. We also have another 
plan. We thought of starting a want list upon a cash basis. 
Libraries desiring to obtain a certain number of a journal or a 
missing volume could advertise the price they would pay. A list 
of libraries will be prepared for this purpose. It seems that if 
we could pay for the numbers we want, it would save us time and 
we would be helping one another. 

Mr. Ballard: I move the matter be placed in the hands of the 
Executive Committee to continue the Exchange; and that the 
Executive Committee be asked to continue to exert every effort 
possible for the continuation of the exchange department. 

(The motion was carried without dissent.) 

President: The Association will enter on another item of new 
business. The matter comes up of “To be or not to be” as far as 
the Manual is concerned, 
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Miss Noyes: Does any one know of any other Manual in pre- 
paration? If there is any it would not be necessary to go on with 
this. 

President: There is none known to the President and none 
known to the Secretary. Mr. Ballard is on that committee, and I 
would like to hear from him. 

Mr. Ballard: Dr. Garrison was unable to work, I went abroad, 
and nothing was done, so I dropped out. I think we should go 
very slow on account of the expense. I would like to have the 
treasurer show the exact amount ef money on hand. We should 
have a budget here. I wouid like to know the bank balance. 

Miss Noyes: $1,647.47. The balance on hand May 21, 1925, 
was $1,568.56. In 1924 the balance was $1,758.83, in 1923 it was 
$1,190.17. We have been carrying about that for the last three 
years. 

Mr, Ballard: Are there any bills? 

Miss Noyes: None that I know of. I think the bills are all 
paid. The income is enough to run the Association until June, 
1927, with the money coming trom next year’s dues. The Manual 
will cost $700. 

President: The moment the first books are released by the 
publishers the money is coming back. It is simply a question of 
getting the manuscript ready, having the book published. 


Miss Noyes: By some arrangement with the publishers we 
might sell it to members for one dollar and to non-members for 
$1.50, and still the book would pay for itself, it would not cost 
more than one dollar. 

President: It would seem that this book is a necessity and 
that the possibilities in regard to it are opportune. As has al- 
ready been said, Dr. Garrison may be called away or simply leave, 
and now is the time to act. 

Mr. van Patten: It seems to me that with 150,000 medical 
practitioners in North America the sale of the manual to research 
men or others might reach 3,000. I am just finishing a manual 
on the literature of chemistry, and anticipate selling two or three 
thousand at $5 each. 

President: I think that is perfectly true. The first edition 
might be limited to a few hundred, and as soon as this is exhaust- 
ed there would be a new edition. The chair is favorable to any 
kind of motion you wish to make. It seems advisable to continue 
this committee for renewed effort and the backing of the organi- 
zation. It would seem that the only obstacle to success is the 
obtaining of a few paltry dollars. The chair is willing to enter- 
tain a motion. 

Mrs. Hibbard: I move that the matter be referred to the 
Executive Committee with power to act. 
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Mr. Ballard: I second the motion with the remark that this 
Executive Committee has done more work than any other com- 
mittee I know. 

President: The chair is only your presiding officer, but he 
feels like a murderer. The matter of publication of the Manual 
was referred to a special committee, and the chair feels that this 
committee should continue until it accomplishes the work or dies. 
There is a motion before the house now that the matter of the 
publication of the Manual be referred to the Executive Committee 
with power. What is your pleasure? 

(The motion was put and carried by the negative.) 

President: The motion is lost. 

Miss Hillis: I would like to entertain a motion that the Man- 
ual be published as scon as possible. I have had quite a little 
difficulty in training assistants to help me in the library and need 
the book. I think each member of the association could tax him- 
self a dollar and get it out. The A. L. A. would help us and the 
A. M. A. would help us, and I think we would find a ready sale 
for it. 

President: The motion was made that this Manual be pub- 
lished. Motion was made for moral support to be given. Is there 
any second on the moral support ? 

Mr. Frankenberger: I just want to make a statement as an 
individual member of the Executive Committee. I was opposed 
to spending your funds for such a publication at such a critical 
time in the affairs of the association, and I feel that this matter 
should be decided a little more definitely than it has been. If 
you say so we will spend the money, but we are not going to do 
it unless you do say so. We cannot spend much more time than 
we have. I do not want to be on the Executive Committee, but 
I am, and if you say so we will spend $700 and adjust the ex- 
change matter. 

President: The Executive Committee has done admirable 
work, and I do not think that it should be loaded down with one 
single more duty or responsibility. I do not think that a single ~ 
committee should shift its duty upon the Executive Committee. 
It is not the province of the presiding officer to enter into any dis- 
cussion. It would seem only fair, however, that this committee 
should make a final effort with the moral support of the organiza- 
tion under the motion that this committee be continued with 
power. Whether they are to seek their own funds or are to draw 
upon the treasury is for you to determine. The sum necessary 
is so insignificant that it would seem possible for any committee 
to obtain the publication of a first edition. 

Mrs. Hibbard: I have always attended the meetings of the 
A. L. A., and the rumor has reached me that a group is working 
on a manual for medical librarians. If that is so, why should we 
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hurry about getting out one? The A. L. A. has always wanted 
one, and have the money to do it, and are doing it. 

Miss Biethan: it seems to me that is the very reason we 
should hurry. Net that we want to get the best of the A. L. A. 
We stand for the medical libraries, and if we can get out a manual 
of our own without depending upon the A. L. A. it is best to do so. 

Voice: I understand a group of the A. L. A. is working on a 
manual. I do not know who is getting it out; it is to be for hos-, 
pital libraries; I suppose it is the hospital section of the A. L. A. 

Miss Noyes: That would in no way conflict with our manual 
should we get it out. 

President: And if it would, be the Columbus, be the first one 
on deck. 

Voice: I should like to know how many copies of Mr. Bishop’s 
manual have been sold. 

(Miss Biethan leaves to find out.) 

President: Mr. Frankenberger’s objection was well taken. 
According to the constitution and by-laws the Executive Commit- 
tee has charge of the financing of the Association. We have al- 
ready gone on record here by a motion made and carried to con- 
tinue the Exchange. If you want to go out and borrow the 
money that is another thing. 

Miss Brinton: Is the Manual to take precedence over the 
Bulletin, or is the Bulletin to be first and the Manual come last? 
The A. L. A. will get out a manual if it wishes one; it has stand- 
ardized several things, the method of reporting, method of classi- 
fication, etc. May I ask Miss Noyes how long it would be before 
the Manual would be published? 

Miss Noyes: I don’t know. 

Miss Brinton: You do not know whether it would take one 
year or two years to complete it? 

Miss Noyes: I hope it would be out within a year. 

Miss Brinton: Is it your purpose to reprint the Gilchrist 
paper? 

Miss Noyes: Yes. 
Miss Brinton: Why should that be done? 
Miss Noyes: Because there has been so much demand for it. 


Miss Brinton: But it is already in print. As a member of the 
Executive Committee that has been my objection to the Maunal, 
that it should be new material and not reprint. I think if the 
committee had had an outline of the Manual it would have been 
ready to pass upon it. There was no outline given. The Bulletin 
is in existence in almost all the libraries, and so are the pamphlets. 
I doubt if many physicians would purchase the book. Is there 
any way that we can see a copy? This matter was discussed 
years ago, and the members at that time felt that a manual would 
be useful. They reported again at Baltimore, and then Col. Garri- 
son was ordered away. Now he is writing the article on biblio- 
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graphy and reference and straightening out the relationship of 
medical terms. I feel whether we continue or not, we would like 
to see the manuscript if there is any of it at all. The editor spends 
his life at a desk scanning articles to know where they should be 
placed, and has no time except nights for work on the Manual. 

Miss Biethan: Mr. Bishop is here. He reports his first edi- 
tion consisted of about 1,000. It is now in the 2nd edition, 1,200 
have been sold. 

Mr. Ballard: I talked the matter over with Dr. Garrison; he 
was to do this and I to do that, and it seemed to me I was doing 
most of the work and Dr. Garrison very little. Dr. Garrison. was 
going to write an introduction and I was going to take up the rou- 
tine stuff. There never was an actual plan, not even a rough 
draft, not even five chapters of what the Manual should be. He 
is overworked, and I am afraid he is going to break down, going 
night and day. 

President: What is your pleasure in this matter? Is this to 
be continued, referred to a committee? Do you wish to give any 
particular instructions? It seems to me a motion is in order, and 
the chair will entertain one. The committee has brought in a 
report, and the matter of the continuation of this Manual was 
brought up under the item of New Business. As the chair under- 
stands, it was an old matter and was passed upon at a previous 
meeting, and the Association voted that the Manual should be 
published. For one reason and another it has not been published, 
and the committee continues to exist. You request that this com- 
mittee be killed and its duty transferred to another. The ques- 
tion is brought up does this committee still function, and is the 
Manual to be published? Shall we continue this committee or 
shall we murder it as we have the others? 

Miss Biethan: I move that the committee continue to func- 
tion and publish this Manual, and whatever is necessary to be 
done shall be done by the committee without any further referring 
to the Association. I think the Association as a whole will hear- 
tily support it when it is done. They will not need the money this 
month or next, and we have dues continually coming in. The 
question is, Is this an important thing? If it is an important 
thing the money will be found for it. We all know that Dr. Garri- 
son is a man who will lend not only authority but culture to a 
manual of that kind, and I think that since he is willing at this 
time to give us his services they should be accepted. 


President: Specifically stated, your motion is what? 


Miss Biethan: That the committee continue, with authority 
to act. 

Mr. Robert: It is a question of funds. Shall the committee 
be given $700? 

President: We have already perhaps burdened the Associa- 
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tion with the demand that the exchange department be continued. 
Shall we authorize this committee to continue and also draw upon 
the treasury, thus committing suicide? I believe the motion was 
made that the commitee continue with power to act but without 
the financial support of the organization. The motion was sec- 
onded. 

Voice: In this organization we do not pay individual] fees. 
Our library pays $10, and as individuals we do not pay dues. If 
this committee should call upon us for individual dues in order to 
finance this matter it might go through. 

Mr. Ballard: Mr. President, if this Manual is worth anything 
I will pay $5 for it. 

President: I think any one would pay $5, I would pay $25. 

Mr. Ballard: I will take three copies. 

President: The motion is before the house that the commit- 
tee be continued with the moral support of the organization. Is 
there any further discusion? If there is not you will signify 
your favor and opposition in the usual manner. It is a unani- 
mous vote both ways. In the event of a non-vote it is the pro- 
vince of the chair to decide, and the chair will rule that the motion 
prevails. 

Mr. Frankenberger: We understand then that the commtitee 
‘an go ahead under authority of the Medical Library Association 
without any further reference to the Association in passing upon 
its contents. That is the understanding. 


Miss Noyes: I feel certain Col. Garrison would not care to 
continue work for the Association without the hearty support of 
the organization. 

President: You had an opportunity to vote. I heard no mo- 
tion and I recollect no single voice. 


Miss Noyes: As a member of the commitee who might do a 
great deal of the work I felt some timidity about voting. 


President: If you are not satisfied you can appeal from the 
decision of the chair. If you feel that any or all members of the 
committee will not function then it ceases to function, and is not 
worth anything. One thing has been brought up which I think 
shows a defect in the present arrangement, and that is I think 
there should be some sort of supervision of the manuscript of this 
publication before it goes into ultimate form and goes out under 
the name of this Association. As an editor of the “Practice of 
Medicine,” I assure you that no article could go out from our 
office without our O.K. It seems to me that this manuscript 
should be prepared and that it should be submitted to and passed 
either by the organization or by a committee specifically appoint- 
ed to do this. When you made the motion that the committee go 
ahead without submitting it to the Executive Committee my 
stand was that when they had their manuscript complete they 
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would submit it to the Executive Committee; also with reference 
to funds. 

Voice: Mr. President, I wish to make a motion to straighten 
this out. 

President: It is moved that the manuscript of the Manual 
be submitted to the Executive Committee for its approval or con- 
demnation. 

President: Is there any more new business? 


Mr. Frankenberger: We have here the correspondence in 
connection with the German Publishers’ Association, if you wish 
to hear it. It includes the reply of the German publishers and 
also the letter of Julius Springer. 

President: It is a part of the report of this previous commit- 
tee that you have been discussing, so let us have it. 

(Mr. Frankenberger reads correspondence.) 


Mr. Frankenberger: I am sure you feel that we have been 
diligent in our investigation, and we did discover that a large part 
of their subscription list is from this side, and they have to take 
our wishes into consideration. I suggest in reply to Mr. Springer 
that he cannot expect to have our hearty cooperation until he is 
willing to place in our hands a statement showing his production 
and prices, as has been done by other publishers. 

President: This is an amplification of the report of the com- 
mittee which has been already received. Is there anything fur- 
ther under this item of New Business? 

Voice: We got an average of the price per page paid for jour- 
nals. We found that the English publication is 1.1le per page. 
The Journal (German) wants lle per page, exactly ten times 
what we are paying for our American journals. The Springer 
price was even worse than that of the other German publishers. 

President: The next item in the Order of Busines is Amend- 
ments to Constitution and By-laws. There are no new proposals, 
and we will go to the ninth item—Election of Officers. The chair 
will entertain nominaticns for the position of President. 


Mr. Frankenberger: Mr. Chairman, fellow members. There 
is One person connected with this organization for a very consid- 
erable part of its existence, who has given of his time and inter- 
est in the office of Secretary-Treasurer, a man who is a scholar, 
who is greatly interested in medical literature, and who is also 
devotedly interested in one of our large medical libraries. His 
heart long has been in this Association. We honored him last 
year with the office of Vice-President. I want to place in nomi- 
nation for President the name of Dr. John Ruhrih, of Baltimore, 
Maryland. 


Voice: I move that the nominations be closed and the secre- 
tary instructed to cast the ballot of the Association for Dr. 
Ruhrah for Presdient. 
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President: The motion is carried, and Dr. Ruhrah is unani- 
mously elected President. 

In the same manner Dr. Harvey Cushing was elected Vice- 
President, Miss Sue Biethan, Secretary, and Miss Loomis, Treas- 
urer, 

Mr. Ballard: The Executive Committee have been consider- 
ing many important matters the past year, and they ought to be 
permitted to finish them up. I move they be reélected, and that 
the secretary be instructed to cast the ballot of the Association 
accordingly. 

President: The moticn is carried and the Executive Commit- 
tee is reélected to continue its good work. 


Mr. Frankenberger: I move that the present Finance Com- 
mittee be continued except that Dr. Crummer be designated 
Chairman. 

President: You have heard the motion, what is your plea- 
sure? The motion is carried, and Dr. Crummer is elected chair- 
man. 

Mr. Frankenberger: I think there cught to be some reply 
to Mr. Springer in regard to the propositions he makes, so that 
if a communication is sent from the Executive Committee he will 
know that it has the authority of this Association. 


Mr. Ballard: I think the Executive Committee should be au- 
thorized to continue the correspondence, and I move they be so 
authorized. 

President: The moticn that the committee continue the corre- 
spondence and with the cooperation of the Association is carried. 

Miss Cameron wishes to present the matter of the Memorial 
Volume to Dr. Sir Wm. Osler. 

Miss Cameron: The subscription list is here for all who wish 
to subscribe. 

Meeting adjourned. 

The Wednesday morning began with a paper by Miss Van 
Zandt on the work being done in the State of Iowa by the Iowa 
State Library located at Des Moines. Mr. Charles Frankenberger 
presented the next paper on “Periodicals from the library stand- 
point.” This paper brought forth a great deal of discussion, and 
a motion made by Miss Noyes and seconded by Dr. Malloch to 
have this paper printed in the Journal of the American Medical 
— if it would be accepted. This was unanimously car- 
ried. 

Miss Jean Cameron, of McGill University, presented a most 
delightful paper on “How to develop interest in the cultural as- 
pects of medicine.” Discussion followed by Dr. Malloch, Mr. Bal- 
lard and Dr. Tice. 

Miss Myrtle Tye, of Emory University, followed with a paper 
on “Current medical periodical list ; how the association can foster 


Pri 
Vis 
- 
° 


its publication.” Miss Tye had collected much interesting data 
for this paper, and later in the meeting a committee composed 
of Miss Brinton, Miss Tye and Miss Wilson was appointed to look 
up the cost, amount cf time and work required to put out such a 
list and to report at the next meeting. Discussion of the paper 
was carried on by Mr. Frankenberger, Mrs. Irish, and Miss Brin- 
ton. 

“Co perative cataloging for medical libraries and the practi- 
tioner,” was given by Mr. Nathan van Patten, of Queen’s Uni- 
versity, Mr. van Patten presented very convincing arguments 
in favor of this plan. Discussed by Miss Noyes, Dr. Tice, Dr. 
Malloch. 

“Cushing’s Life of Sir William Osler; a Review of Reviews,” 
was written by Miss Minnie Wright Blogg, of Johns Hopkins, and 
read by Dr. Malloch. This paper closed the morning’s meeting, 
and adjournment was ordered by Dr. Tice. 

At 2.00 p.m. Wednesday the meeting again proceeded with 
unfinished business. 

Invitation for the next meeting at Kingston, Canada, was pre- 
sented by Mr. van Patten. Miss Noyes asked for a holdover meet- 
ing if the Association should meet in Washington, D.C., and Miss 
Hillis issued an invitation for 1928 in Omaha with the Medical 
College of University of Nebraska. These will be placed in the 
hands of the Executive Committee. Moved by Miss Loomis a 
program committee of three or four be appointed. Seconded and 
carried. Committee appointed was Mr. Ballard, Miss Cameron 
and Miss Ophiils, and one from place of meeting to be decided 
upon later. These to be notified by the Secretary. Moved, sec- 
onded and carried a committee on publication be appointed by the 
chairman. Committee appointed by Dr. Tice is Mr. van Patten, 
Miss Ray and Miss Lawrence, each to be notified by the Secretary. 

Mr. Frankenberger moved a rising vote of thanks be extend- 
ed to Mr. Bishop, Miss Biethan, the Medical Faculty of the Uni- 
versity of Michigan, and to Dr. Warthin; also to Dr. Tice thanks 
be extended for conducting of the 29th meeting, to Miss Wilson 
for her secretarial work of the past two years, and to Miss Noyes 
and the Medical and Chirurgical Faculty for all the wonderful 
work and loyalty to the Association, and that a copy be sent to all. 


Unanimously accepted and the meeting adjourned. 
HARRIET WILSON, Secretary. 


REPORT OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 
Alfred L. Robert, Chairman. 


After I was elected to this committee in Atlantic City, both 
Miss Brinton and Mr. Frankenberger urged me to become chair- 
man of the Executive Commitee, saying that there was very little 
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work to do, and assuring me of their active support in all busi- 
ness transactions of the Association. I pleaded inexperience 
in handling society matters and ignorance of the working policies 
of our Association, but my objections were overruled and I was 
forced to accept the chairmanship with grave misgivings in my 
mind of the necessary ability to cope with a situation which 
looked to me as dubious and uncertain for the future affairs of 
our Association. After holding office for one year, I must confess 
that the picture of “‘very little work” suggested by my associates 
was greatly overdrawn and not true in perspective if actual work 
accomplished is taken into consideration. Nevertheless, I am free 
to state that the work has been interesting, that our committee 
has worked in harmony throughout the year, that we have been in 
constant touch with each other by telephone and correspondence. 
covering all the important matters presented to it for executive 
action. It has even been a privilege to serve the Association dur- 
ing the year, and the objective we had in mind was to aid our 
members and advance the interests of our society in its several 
activities. What has been entailed in that service, you shall hear 
in brief form. It has been to us a tremendous undertaking. 

German Publications. At the last meeting our committee 
was authorized to investigate the high cost and excessive output 
of German medical literature. It was the general concensus of 
opinion that American subscribers were being deliberately over- 
charged and discriminated against to offset smaller charges made 
to favored subscribers, and consequently if the facts could be as- 
certained through a survey of individual charges made to libra- 
ries in various sections cf this country, the committee would have 
in its possession valuable data upon which to base concrete 
charges against the German publishers. 


Moreover, it was our opinion that if the libraries would agree 
to united action and give active support to our committee, proper 
redress could be obtained at an early date, and furthermore that 
the publication of our intentions would greatly aid to influence 
foreign publishers to make liberal changes in their policies. Miss 
Brinton immediately started upon the work of tabulating a list 
of journals which was completed early in September, then was 
broadcast to all members with a circular letter of explanation 
and a questionnaire to facilitate replies. In the meantime, we 
had the notice of our intentions and the protest against high 
charges published in several medical journals, including the 
A. M. A., and the Library Journal. As we surmised, letters of 
commendation approving our course came to us from all parts of 
the country, from individuals, societies and institutions. Some 
of them suggested mild action, others advocated severe measures 
to force the German publisher to a different attitude towards 
American subscribers. We were even urged by Dr. Wyer, of 
New York State Library, to present the topic for discussion 
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at the Conference of Eastern College Librarians to enlist their 
sympathy and approval in our work. We declined this offer be- 
cause we had already presented our grievances to a committee of 
German scholars in charge of the German Book Exhibit at Col- 
umbia University. These men assured us that they were the 
official representatives of the “Borsenverein der Deutschen 
Buchhindler,” and that they would be glad to hear our complaints 
and report them: to their publishing society, in fact they stated 
that it was a part of their mission to investigate all claims of 
irregularity in prices and to make adjustments for stabilizing 
the mark quotations. Mr. Frankenberger and I visited the Ex- 
hibit in order to meet the German representatives and at the 
same time present our complaints and grievances against the 
German publishers. We did not find any difficulty in convincing 
the committee that we had good reason to complain. One of 
them even supported our contentions by actual demonstration 
of books in the exhibit, and further emphasized the points we 
made by showing us examples of unimportant articles published 
in the journals. They invited us to meet them again, and actu- 
ally called a meeting of their own accord to which they invited 
several medical librarians in the Eastern states. Mrs. Smith, Miss 
Trask, Mr. Frankenberger and myself attended the second meet- 
ing, when we presented facts and figures expressly collected for 
the purpose of showing the committee how costly had been the ex- 
travagant deluge of German medical literature. We were care- 
ful to emphasize the point that more careful editing and a better 
selection of articles in briefer form would naturally reduce both 
cost and output of journals and improve the quality of their 
production, and to a great extent satisfy both readers and sub- 
scribers. Mr. Frankenberger presented our case in a very strong 
light and pleaded for a more sane and considerate viewpoint in 
future relations with American medical libraries. Miss Trask 
was very helpful in the discussion, and assured the committee 
that even the Rockefeller Institute had been forced to cancel 
journals because of their high cost and the bulk of irrelevant 
matter printed. My plea was principally directed against methods 
of publication, involved titles of journals and unnecessary changes 
which only served to confuse everybody. The attitude of the 
German committee at the second meeting was more cautious and 
visibly on the defensive, although conciliatory and willing to do 
missionary work in behalf of better relations. The substance 
matter of our discussion and the proofs of general dissatisfaction 
with German procedure submitted were considered of such im- 
portance that it could only be presented in person to the Borsen- 
verein and confirmed by all the members of the committee. They 
had promised us immediate action upon their return to Ger- 
many, but inasmuch as the complaints involved changes in policy, 
business relations with editors, writers, publishers, etc., it was 
a long while before answers were received. 
—_— = 


In the meantime, Miss Brinton continued her work on the 
questionnaire and checked up the various prices paid by the dif- 
ferent libraries. She received many important letters favorable to 
our point of view, copies of which were turned over to the German 
committee, because they invited all kinds of proof from us in sup- 
port of the controversy. In spite of many prophesies of futility, 
we are pleased to advise that our efforts have been successful in a 
measure, and that our action has produced some effect in Ger- 
many. The house of Julius Springer has withdrawn from the 
Verleger-Verein and is now an independent publisher. We have 
received a very interesting document from him which will be dis- 
cussed a little later, and we feel quite sure that it is a possible 
basis for adjusting our difficulties and arranging for future ami- 
cable relations. 

The letter from Dr. Urban, speaking for the Borsenverein, 
was not so satisfactory, and consequently we have written him 
a sharp reply in the same vein of satisfied innocence that he has 
written to us. The letter will be read when the subject is further 
discussed. 

That the medical profession in America is not alone in its 
idea regarding this matter of the high cost and excessive produc- 
tion of German medical periodicals is evident in the following ex- 
tract from the “Journal of the American Medical Association, 
vol. 86, no. 21, May 22, 1916. 

“. . . Prof. F. Muller, Munich, surprised the recent Ger- 
man Internal Medicine Congress by his denunciation of the over- 
production of medical articles, the inability of the younger gen- 
eration to condense their articles for publication, and the lack of 
rigorous discrimination by the editors in selecting articles to be 
published.” 

Mr. Ballard. We beg to advise that Mr. James F. Ballard ten- 
dered his resignation to the secretary on October 20th, 1925, as 
a member of the special commitees, one on the preparation of a 
manual for medical libraries and medical books suitable for the 
public; and the other as chairman of the special committee on 
methods of the Medical Library Association. We did not make 
any appointments to replace, because the whole matter of spe- 
cial committees is held in abeyance for further discussion at this 
meeting. We feel that only active committees should be retained 
and that old, ineffective cnes should be discharged if no reports 
are given to show their current activities. The chairman of all 
such committes should at least advise the secretary regarding 
their work and thereby to serve as a notice that its work is in 
progress and that if necessary new appointments be in order to 
make the committee function. 


Annual Meeting. It was with great difficulty also that we 
were able to find a satisfactory meeting place for this year. Con- 
siderable correspondence was necessary, and therefore we found 
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the present method of procedure quite unsatisfactory for select- 
ing the place of meeting and arranging the details of the pro- 
gram. We had to give the matter serious thought besides a great 
deal of correspondence in preparing the program, which, added 
to other important work on hand constituted a very heavy charge 
upon our shoulders. It is our opinion that more members should 
participate in these duties, because it would greatly stimulate 
the interest of members and at the same time benefit our Asso- 
ciation. We believe that a program committee should be ap- 
pointed this year to take care of future programs,—two perma- 
nent members accustomed to the details of arranging programs 
and a member of the place where the annual meeting is held, so 
as to prepare the local plans. It is also our opinion that more 
individual members should officer the various activities of our 
society and not leave its business transacted by only a few mem- 
bers who must necessarily use not only their own spare hours, 
but valuable time belonging to their library affairs. We hope 
— definite action will be taken later to remedy these diffi- 
culties, 


Exchange. Last February, as you know, we were advised 
by Miss Noyes that the Medical and Chirurgical Faculty of Mary- 
land could not house the exchange after June Ist, because they 
urgently needed the space for their own activities which had been 
developing so rapidly in recent years. It was with great regret 
that the announcement was made, because the society and Miss 
Noyes had become attached to the affairs of our Association, and 
they were greatly interested in its development and future 
growth. Plans had been made to clean up all exchange matters 
and distribute the material on hand by June, but the unexpected 
and early departure of Mrs. Bond in March upset all calculations. 
An enormous amount cf work was therefore thrown upon Miss 
Noyes, who could not possibly carry on our work in conjunction 
with her own duties. Moreover, judging from our own experience 
of the past year’s work on the executive committee, we feel that 
it is an imposition on the part of this Association to expect so 
much free work and unpaid service in the transaction of its offi- 
cial business. Our committee wishes to express its grateful appre- 
ciation for all the unrewarded services which Miss Noyes and 
Dr. Ruhrah have given to the Medical Library Asociation over a 
long period of years. None of us can estimate the real value or 
understand the sacrifices entailed in their Association work until 
actually concerned in the running of its affairs. 

As you already know, we took early steps to advise you re- 
garding the serious problem involved, and after a preliminary 
meeting in regard to the situation, it was decided to call a con- 
ference in New York City to find out if some plan could not be 
executed to secure the continuation of exchange work. We 
asked as many as could to attend the New York meeting, and 
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solicited suggesticns from those who could not participate. 
Thirty letters were received from distant members, all of whom 
expressed the hope that some way would be found possible to 
bridge the emergency and find a new home for the exchange. 
At the meeting March 22nd, we had 15 members present, and all 
were anxious to see the work continued. There had been some 
hope of a possible endowment in behalf of the Association and its 
work, but no progress could be made in that direction at the 
time, so we had to fall back upon the next best and only propo- 
sition, which was to ask members for increased dues. We circu- 
larized the membership on this score with the following results :— 
34 willing to pay $25.00; 8 upon conditions, and 13 who could not 
pay higher assessments. 


The New York meeting was important and interesting be- 
cause it showed the feeling of our membership in regard to the 
exchange. It gave us an opportunity to estimate the require- 
ments and space allotment to house a future exchange and the 
approximate cost of its operation. In response to the last ques- 
tionnaire we received two specific offers to house the exchange 
with responsibility and supervision of work in temporary head- 
quarters, As you all know, the solution to our problem is en- 
tirely a question of funds, which the present resources of the 
Medical Library Association do not permit us to spend upon its 
proper administraticn. We hope that further discussion will en- 
lighten us and suggest how you wish to have the exchange oper- 
ated during the coming year. 


Mr. Gilchrist. The special committee for reorganizing the 
exchange headed by Mr. Gilchrist, has also been busy throughout 
the year in its work, and submitted to us a copy of their proposals 
for cperating the exchange upon a cash basis. It was discussed 
at the New York meeting, but most of those present found the 
plan too complicated and expensive to operate, although embody- 
ing many good pcints for future consideration. The matter will 
be presented later for your instruction and criticism. 


Manual, Another very important matter upon which we had 
to pass judgment was the publication of a “Manual of Medical 
Library Science,” in preparaticn by the Publication Committee, 
which had been held in abeyance since 1920. Colonel Garrison, 
Dr. Ruhrah, and Miss Noyes were prepared to go ahead with this 
work, if we would approve the expenditure of $700.00 which was 
the estimated cost for publishing an edition of 1000 copies. The 
manual was to retail at around $2.00, and one copy given free 
to each member of our Association to compensate in a way the 
loss sustained through failure of work done by the exchange. 


Our committee was unacquainted with the details of this 
matter and at a loss to find reccrds to substantiate the claims 
made for authority to publish the manual, and consequently it had 
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to seek further information and advice from members before 
being able to decide if the manual should be financed before the 
exchange could be reéstablished or delayed until some future 
date. We realized that such a manual would have been desirable, 
that it involved a lot of work which the committee offered to 
perform gratis for the Association, but we were not sure of your 
approval in spending the funds of the Association at this time of 
uncertainty. We had to decide with reluctance that a further 
delay was necessary to get the approval of this meeting for the 
undertaking. 

The record of our year’s work has been told briefly, but the 
duties performed and activities in progress, entailed a large sac- 
rifice of time and energy.. Nevertheless, we were pleased to 
serve, and we would solicit a larger cooperation of librarians in 
the work. Our membership should be imbued with a new pur- 
pose to enable our Association to take on new life and enter upon 
a new period of development. A little less importance should be 
placed upon what we can get out of the exchange, because it is 
damaging to cur aims. Instead, let us consider how we can unite 
to advance reforms in quoting medical literature, institute new 
methods of technique in printing our indexes, advocate briefer 
journal titles, both American and German, and recommend the 
use of Arabic numerals to replace Roman letters in reference work. 
These are only a few of the activities already in progress, but we 
need the united efforts of our organization to secure the above 
advantages. 

The results would be a decided advantage to all, as well as a 
valuable contribution to medical science. In fact, we must pre- 
sent a united picture that will inspire and deserve the confidence 
and good will of the medical profession, if we expect to receive 
their support for the funds necessary to continue our work 1» 
them and our service to each other. 


REGISTER OF ATTENDANCE. 

29th Annual Meeting. 

James F. Ballard, Boston, Mass. 

Blake Beem, Little Rock, Ark. 

Sue Biethan, Ann Arbor, Mich. 

W. W. Bishop, Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Harriet Blogg, Baltimore, Md. 

Minnie Wright Blogg, Baltimore, Md. 

Margaret Brinton, Rochester, Minn. 

Mrs. Esther M. Brunquist, Denver, Col. 

Jean Cameron, Montreal, P.Q. 

F. A. Coller, Ann Arbor, Mich. 

J. W. Crane, London, Ont. 

William D. Cutler, New York City. 
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Marjorie J. Darroch, Detroit, Mich. 
Ida H. Eggemann, St. Louis, Mo. 
Charles Frankenberger, Brooklyn, N.Y. 
F. L. D. Goodrich, Ann Arbor, Mich. 
Bertha B. Hallam, Portland, Ore. 
Lily C. Hanvey, St. Louis, Mo. 
Mrs. Pearle C. Hedges, Nashville, Tenn. 
Mrs. Rosa M. Hibbard, Kansas City, Mo. 
Madalene S. Hillis, Omaha, Neb. 
Mrs. Mary E. Irish, Los Angeles, Cal. 
Edith L. M. Keller, New York City. 
Ella B. Lawrence, St. Louis, Mo. 
Metta M. Loomis, Chicago, III. 
Catherine A. MacAuliff, Chicago, III. 
Archibald Malloch, New York City. 
Marcia N. Noyes, Baltimore, Md. 
Helen Gordon Patterson, London, Ont. 
Edna M. Poole, Toronto, Ont. 
Alfred L. Robert, New York City. 
Elizabeth D. Runge, Galveston, Tex. 
Olga S. Schaffer, Rochester, N.Y. 
Louise Sias, Detroit, Mich, 
Ethel Sullivan, London, Ont. 
? Mrs. S. B. Taylor, Ann Arbor, Mich. 
F. Tice, Chicago, 
Gladys R. Timmerman, Syracuse, N.Y. 
Alice Tracey Thayer, Clifton Springs, N.Y. 
M. Myrtle Tye, Atlanta, Ga. 
Nathan van Patten, Kingston, Ont. 
Frances B. van Zandt, Des Moines, Ia. 
Edith E. Wagner, Battle Creek, Mich. 
A. S. Warthin, Ann Arbor, Mich. 
Mrs. Ethel Washburn, St. Louis, Mo. 
Sabina Waterfield, Ann Arbor, Mich. ; 
Harriet Wilson, Chicago, III. 


EDITORIAL NOTE 


The Publication Committee regrets that volume 16 of the 
Bulletin should appear so tardily. Due to the restricted funds 
available for publication, it has been necessary to combine the 
usual four quarterly numbers into one combined number. This 
issue, however, contains approximately as many pages as pre- 
vious volumes composed of four separate issues. 

The present number contains the papers presented at the 
29th annual meeting held at Ann Arbor, Michigan, June 7th-9th, 
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1926, together with the Report of the Executive Committee and 
the Minutes of the meeting. 

“Mr. Charles Frankenberger’s paper, “Periodicals from the 
library standpoint,” has been published in the Journal of the 
American Medical Association. 

Mr. van Patten’s paper, “Co-operative cataloging of the 
medical literature,” has been issued in pamphlet form and widely 
circulated. 

The former Publication Committee expect to publish, at a 
later date, Number 4, April, 1926, of volume 15 of the Bulletin. 
This number will include a list of all members, both individual 
and library. It will also have a cumulative index covering the 
15 volumes of the Bulletin, edited by the previous Publication 
Committee. 


NATHAN VAN PATTEN, Chairman. 


THIRTIETH ANNUAL MEETING 


HEADQUARTERS—ARMY MEDICAL LIBRARY 
7th and B Streets, S.W., Washington, D.C. 


General Meetings, Library Hall. 


PROGRAM 
MONDAY MORNING, MAY 16, 1927 


Registration of Members and Guests. 
Address of Welcome .... Lt.-Col. James M. Phalen, 
M.C.U:S.A., 
Librarian, Army Medical Library 

President’s Address Dr. John Ruhrah, Baltimore 
Binding in a Self-owned Plant 

Dr. Charles F. Wylde, McGill University 
The New Library of the New York Academy of Medicine 
Dr. Archibald Malloch, New York Academy of Medicine 


MONDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 16, 1927 


The Combined Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus; a 
Statement....Lt.-Col. Fielding H. Garrison, M.C.U.S.A., 
Army Medical Library 

Discussion By Miss Sue Biethan, 
University of Michigan 


Discussion on the Importance of Incunabula, Early Print- 
ed Books and Classical Texts. 
Discussion Opened by Mr. Charles Perry Fisher, _ 
College of Physicians, Philadelphia 


9.39 
10.00 
2.00 


Business Meeting. 
Reading of the Minutes. 
Reports of the Secretary, Treasurer and 
Manager of the Exchange. 
Report of the Executive Committee. 
Reports of Special Committees. 
Election of Members. 
Election of Officers. 
New Business. 
Status of the “Bulletin.” 


MONDAY EVENING 
Dinner. 


TUESDAY MORNING, MAY 17, 1927 


9.30 Registration. 
10.00 Periodical Deficiencies .... Mrs. Alice H. Holmes, 
Montefiore Hospital, New York 
Information, Reference and Bibliographic Service. 
James F. Ballard, Boston Medical Library 
Discussion..By Mr. J. Christian Bay, John Crerar Library 
Miss Jean Cameron, McGill University 
Miss Lillia M.D.Trask,Rockefeller Institute 
Miss Frances Van Zandt, 
Iowa State Library 


TUESDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 17, 1927 


2.00 Visit to the Library of Congress. 
Mr. H. H. B. Meyer, ex-President of the American Li- 
brary Association and Director of the Legislative Refer- 
ence Service, will give a brief descriptive talk about the 
Library, following which the members will be conducted 
through the building and shown its interesting features ' 
and exhibits. 


7.00 
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